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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Grandbois (US 6188835 B1) in view of Van Der Meulen (US 6563769 B1). 

Re claim 1 , Grandbois discloses a video and audio playing device, comprising at 
least: a reading unit, for reading the disks; a non-volatile memory unit, for storing a play 
data of the disks (Grandbois: column 2, lines 37-43); a display unit, for displaying the 
play data of the disks stored in the non-volatile memory unit (Grandbois: column 3, lines 
38-40); navigating keys, for browsing the play data of the disks displayed on the display 
unit, and for choosing one of the disks to play (Grandbois: column 2, lines 20-23); and a 
control unit (Fig. 1/16, uP), which is coupled to the reading unit, the non-volatile memory 
unit, the display unit, and the navigating keys, wherein while the play data is not stored 
in the non-volatile memory unit, the control unit controls the reading unit to read the play 
data, and also to store the play data to the non-volatile memory unit (Grandbois: column 
9, lines 44-62). Grandbois does not specifically disclose a disk selection unit, for 
loading a plurality of disks. However, Van Der Meulen discloses a collection 
management system (Van Der Meulen: Fig. 1), where a multitude of discs may be 
connected through a network to the collection management system (Fig. 1/130) and the 
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user may select the disc to be played (Van Der Meulen: column 9, lines 24-39). Since 
both Grandbois and Van Der Meulen relate to the storing of data and playback of media 
in response to user selection, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
would have found it obvious to combine their teachings in order to create a collection of 
media disks that may be organized and expanded easily and with greater efficiency 
(Van Der Meulen: column 1 , lines 58-65). The device of Grandbois, now implemented 
in the system of Van Der Meulen. has all of the features of claim 1. 

Re claim 2, the device of Grandbois, now implemented in the system of Van Der 
Meulen. discloses both non-volatile memory (Grandbois: column 3. lines 38-40) and a 
volatile memory (Grandbois: column 6. lines 63-66). which are coupled to the control 
unit (Grandbois: Fig. 1/18; Fig. 2). but does not specifically state that when the disk is 
selected, the control unit collects the play data stored in the non-volatile memory unit, 
and also stores the play data to the volatile memory unit; and a playing unit, which is 
coupled with the control unit, for playing media contents of the disks, wherein when the 
media contents are playing, the control unit collects the play data of the disk stored In 
the volatile memory unit, and displays the play data on the display unit. However. The 
Examiner takes Official Notice that one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention would have found it obvious that data sent to a display is conventionally 
buffered in a volatile memory before it is displayed, as is well known in the art. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include a display buffer for maintaining continuity in the data being 
displayed. 
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Re claim 3, the device of Grandbois, now implemented in the system of Van Der 
Meulen, discloses that wherein the volatile memory unit comprises a random access 
memory (RAM) (Grandbois: column 6, lines 63-66), as in the claim. 

Re claim 4, the device of Grandbois, now implemented in the system of Van Der 
Meulen, discloses that the media contents of the disk comprises a plurality of play 
items, and wherein the play data comprises at least a title of the disk and titles of each 
play item (Grandbois: column 2, lines 44-48), as in the claim. 

Re claim 5, the device of Grandbois, now implemented in the system of Van Der 
Meulen, discloses that the non-volatile memory unit comprises a flash read only 
memory (flash ROM) (Grandbois: column 2, lines 37-43), as in the claim. 

Re claim 6, the device of Grandbois, now implemented in the system of Van Der 
Meulen, discloses that the display unit comprises a liquid crystal display panel (LCD 
panel) (Van Der Meulen: Fig. 2A/250; column 3, lines 65-67), as in the claim. 

Re claim 7, the device of Grandbois, now implemented in the system of Van Der 
Meulen, discloses that the navigating keys comprise a cursor-moving key(Van Der 
Meulen: Fig. 7A/71 1,712) and an instruction input key (Van Der Meulen: Fig. 7A/720), 
as in the claim. 

Re claim 8, arguments analogous to those of claim 1 are applicable to claim 12, 
and the device of Grandbois, now implemented in the system of Van Der Meulen, has 
all of the features of claim 8. Van Der Meulen discloses a touch control display (Van 
Der Meulen: Fig. 2A/250; column 3, lines 65-67; column 9, lines 24-39). 

Claim 9 has been analyzed and rejected with respect t to claim 2 above. 
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Claim 10 lias been analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 3 above. 

Claim 1 1 has been analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 4 above. 

Claim 12 has been analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 5 above. 

Re claim 13, the device of Grandbois, now Implemented in the system of Van 
Der Meulen, discloses that the touch control display unit comprises a liquid crystal 
display panel (LCD panel) (Van Der Meulen: Fig. 2A/250; column 3, lines 65-67), as in 
the claim. 

Re claim 14, the device of Grandbois, now implemented in the system of Van 
Der Meulen, discloses that the touch control display unit comprises a cursor-moving key 
(Van Der Meulen: Fig. 7A/71 1,712) and an instruction input key (Van Der Meulen: Fig. 
7A/720), as in the claim. 

Reclaim 15, Grandbois discloses a method of playing a disk for a video and 
audio playing device (Grandbois: Abstract section), wherein the video and audio playing 
device comprises a non-volatile memory unit (Grandbois: column 3, lines 38-40), 
wherein the method comprises at least: determining whether the play data of each of 
the disks is stored to the non-volatile memory unit (Grandbois: column 5, lines 49-61); 
wherein when the play data of each of the disks is stored in the non-volatile memory 
unit, the play data stored in the non-volatile memory unit is displayed (Grandbois: 
column 5, lines 49-61). Grandbois does not specifically disclose loading a plurality of 
disks, choosing one of the disks to play, and when the play data of each of the disks is 
not stored in the non-volatile memory unit, the play data of each of the disks is read and 
then the play data of each of the disks is stored to the non-volatile memory unit, so as to 
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display the play data. However. Van Der Meulen discloses a collection management 
system (Van Der Meulen: Fig. 1), where a multitude of discs may be connected through 
a network to the collection management system (Fig. 1/130) and the user may select 
the disc to be played (Van Der Meulen: column 9, lines 24-39). Van Der Meulen also 
discloses storing into the non-volatile memory the play data of each disk that is not 
already stored in the non-volatile memory (Van Der Meulen: column 7, lines 14-19). 
Since both Grandbois and Van Der Meulen relate to the storing of data and playback of 
media in response to user selection, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention would have found it obvious to combine their teachings in order to create a 
collection of media disks that may be organized and expanded easily and with greater 
efficiency (Van Der Meulen: column 1, lines 58-65). The method of Grandbois, now 
implemented in the system of Van Der Meulen, has all of the features of claim 15. 

Re claim 16, arguments analogous to those of claim 2 are applicable to claim 
16, and the method of Grandbois, now implemented in the system of Van Der Meulen, 
has all of the features of claim 16. Therefore, claim 16 has been analyzed and rejected 
with respect to claim 2 above. 

Re claim 17, arguments analogous to those of claim 3 are applicable to claim 17, 
and the method of Grandbois, now implemented in the system of Van Der Meulen, has 
all of the features of claim 17. Therefore, claim 17 has been analyzed and rejected with 
respect to claim 3 above. 

Re claim 18, arguments analogous to those of claim 4 are applicable to claim 18, 
and the method of Grandbois, now implemented in the system of Van Der Meulen, has 
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all of the features of claim 18. Therefore, claim 18 has been analyzed and rejected with 
respect to claim 4 above. 

Re claim 19, arguments analogous to those of claim 5 are applicable to claim 19, 
and the method of Grandbois, now implemented in the system of Van Der Meulen, has 
all of the features of claim 19. Therefore, claim 19 has been analyzed and rejected with 
respect to claim 5 above. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

a. Hard disk system with non-volatile IC based memory for storing data 
Stence et al. (US 7170706 B2) 

b. Digital information recording/playback system and digital information 
recording medium 

Kikuchi et al. (US 20030147629 Al) 

c. Automatic identification of DVD title using internet technologies and fuzzy 
matching techniques 

Commons et al. (US 6983289 B2) 

d. Portable entertainment device 
Lakhansingh (US 7072569 B2) 

e. Disk recording and/or reproducing apparatus and control method thereof 
Suzuki et al. (US 7072570 82) 
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Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Findley whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1 199. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm, 
Alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on (571) 272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated Information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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